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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0895 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: FURTHER DETAILS ON ABDUCTION OF BRITISH HONORARY CONSUL 
REF: ASMARA 0893 

1. CONGEN OFFICER SPOKE WITH BURWOOD-TAYLOR'S SECRETARY WHO WAS 
IN GELATLY HANKEY OFFICES AT TIME OF ABDUCTION. SHE STATED THAT HER 
FIRST AWARENESS OF PRESENCE OF ELF ABDUCTORS WAS SHORTLY AFTER 
9:30, WHEN ONE ENTERED HER OFFICE, BRUSHED PAST HER DESK AND PRO- 
CEEDED TO CUT TELEPHONE WIRES. HE THEN MOVED ON TO ANOTHER OFFICE. 
CURIOUS, SHE WENT TO OFFICE OF FIRM S ADMIN OFFICER TO FIND OUT 
WHY PHONE HAD BEEN CUT AND FIRST SAW THAT INTRUDERS WERE ARMED 
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THAT THEY WERE FROM ELF AND THAT NOBODY WOULD BE HURT IF THEY 
DID NOT RESIST. 

2. INTRUDERS WERE DRESSED IN CIVILIAN CLOTHERS AND SPOKE ONLY TIG- 
RINYA DURING INCIDENT. THEY TOOK ESTIMATED E$5000 FROM OFT, ATI. Y 
HANKEY CASHIER AND THOUGH EFFICIENT IN THEIR ACTIONS, DID NOT SEEM 
IN HURRY TO DEPART, SPENDING ESTIMATED 20 MINUTES IN OFFICE 
PROPAGANDIZING ERITREAN WORKERS. SIMULTANEOUSLY OTHER INTRUDERS 
INVADED BRITISH CONSUL'S OFFICE, SEIZED BURWOOD-TAYLOR 

AND LOCKED THE PRO-CONSUL IN OFFICE. ERITREAN WORKERS TOLD BURWOOD- 
TAYLOR S SECRETARY THAT THERE WERE TOTAL OF FOUR INTRUDERS AND THAT 
THEY LEFT WITH BRITISH CONSUL, HUSTLED HIM INTO HIS OFFICIAL 
VEHICLE AND DROVE AWAY. AT NO TIME WAS THERE ANY INTERVENTION FROM 
DOZEN OR SO EPMG SOLDIERS GUARDING COMMERCIAL BANK ACROSS STREET 
FROM GELATLY HANKEY. 

3. PRO-CONSUL WAS RELEASED BY FELLOW WORKERS, FOUND OPERATING PHONE 
AND REPORTED INCIDENT FIRST TO POLICE AND THEN TO BRITISH EMBASSY 

IN ADDIS. ON ARRIVAL. ETHIOPIAN POLICE ASKED WHY THERE HAD BREN 
DELAY IN REPORTING ABDUCTION. WHEN WORKERS RESPONDED THAT ABDUCTORS 
HAD CUT TELEPHONE LINES, POLICE EXAMINED SEVERED LINES WITH 
OBVIOUS SUSPICION. ATTITUDE OF POLICE WAS THAT WORKERS SHOULD 
HAVE THWARTED ABDUCTION DESPITE FACT INTRUDERS WERE ARMED AND OB- 
VIOUSLY INTENT ON THEIR PURPOSE. POLICE TOOK PRO-CONSUL 
AND REPORTEDLY ALL OTHER GREATLY HANKEY EMPLOYEES (ABOUT 15) 

INTO CUSTODY FOR INTERROGATION AND HAVE NOT AT THIS HOUR RELEASED 
THEM. 

SHERRY 
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